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IMPARTIAL REFLECTIONS. 


5 

Des N | 

IN been laid before the People, as 

er wwoell directly from the Appeal, 
as indirectly under that of a 


— 


„ Letter to a Member of Parlia- 


ment, and both calculated for a 


Juſtification againſt, or at leaſt a Mitigation 


of the Charge upon that Gentlem an; the 
following Sheets are intirely meant for the 
candid Examination of a Point, in which 


every Britiſh Subject has ſo deep a Concern; 


and ſurely the Reader will hardly take it ill, 
if no other Preface is uſed, than a Requeſt 
to him, of his treating with the utmoſt 


Contempt and Diſregard any Impoſition that 
ſhall in them appear to him, to be attempted 
which could but the 
:â5“ 


on his Reaſon, and 


ol 
N 


HE Caſe of Mr. Byng having 
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more deſerve his Indignatien, for the Epithet 
of Impartial being prefixed to them. 


Io enter then into the Matter; the Ap. 


pellant ſets out with ſome common-place Ob- 


ſervations on Miniſters, who, conſcious of 
their own Guilt, on the breaking out of its 
Effects, have had recourſe to the infamous 


Expedient of ſkulking from the popular Re- 
ſentment, by ſetting up ſome innocent, or leſ 


guilty Perſons, on whom the Fury of it 


might ſpend itſelf, ſo as for them to eſcape 


the Storm which would be more deſervedly 
levelled at their own Heads, On the Diſin- 


genuity and Cruelty of this Practice, the Ap 


pellant declaims with great Force, but with 


Juftocie too. To fay the Truth, nothing 
can be unfairer. Perſons armed with great 


P ower, and backed by '2 numerous Train of 
implicit Followers, ready to echo, and pro- 


mulge all their Dictates, have ſo great an 


Advantage, that the innocent Perſon may be 


_ cruſhed, by Prejudice, before his Defence 


can take Place, or his Reaſons cancel an Im- 


preſſion already too deeply made, It is too 
much the Way of the World to begin by 
condemning, and to judge afterwards ; con- 
ſequently too late. WS 


But whilit this general Propoſition is ad- 
mitted in its utmoſt Strength: It does not 
from thence follow, that Mr. Byng's Caſe 1s 


ſuch as falls within this Deſcription, and can 
80 e therefore 
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herefine. be entitled to the Inference in his 
Favor. That muſt depend entirely on the 
Matters of Fact, upon a fair Trial; when 
« that Tumult of the Minds of Men” of 
which the Appellant ſo juſtly complains, will 
have long, if it is not already, ſubſided. In 
the mean Time, it is but a fair and even a 
friendly Warning to Mr. Byng, to obſerve 
that he cannot expect that the Crimination 
of others, will be 12 the leaſt Defence to 
him. 

If the Miniſters, or any of them, have, by 
a groſs ſupine Negligence, or a wilful Pre- 
varication in their Duty, contributed to the 
loſs of Minorca; as their loading Mr. Byng 
with Abuſe, their pointing him out as the 
Victim of their F ailures, cannot avail them: 
80 neither can his Reclamation of any Guilt 
of theirs, that has no Connection with the 
Misbehaviour imputed to him, avail him as a 
Plea. They form two very diſtinct Objects, 
which the People of England, reſtored to 
the Calm of their Judgment, will hardly 
confound together; and to ſay the Truth, 
they have alread ſeparated, as may appear 
from the ative Tenor of the_ Addreſſes 
made to be Throne on that Read. 

All that is then perſonal to Mr. Byng, with 
be the Subject of Diſcuſſion on his public 
Trial ; the Motives of his ſtay at Gibraltar, 
from n the Second of May, to the W when | 


B 2 be : 


e 
the Circumſtance of Minorca already beſieged, 
urged his flying to its Relief, his Manage- 
ment during the Action, and his Declenfion 
of a Return to the Attack; form the great 
Points of Enquiry, in order to his Clearance, 
or Condemnation. And fo far as the Defici- 
ency of a Force fit to meet the Enemy ſhall 
appear, ſo far muſt, Mr. Byng be exculpated, 
and the Blame light upon the original Authors 
of it. He can be charged with nothing farther, 
than what he acted as Admiral. It is in Quality 
of Admiral, that he will be judged, and not 
as Miniſter. It will be, what ſhall be found 


poſitively his own Fault, that will decide 


upon him ; and not any Circumſtance. of 
Compariſon with others, . whoſe Guilt being 
greater than his, 1s certainly an unanſwerable 
Reaſon for ulterior Juſtice upon them ; but 
can never ſerve to acquit him. If any then 
of thoſe Perſons obnoxious to Suſpicion, have 
enflamed, or but joined the popular Cry, or 
have abetted any of the Outrages, and Indig- 
nities committed by the Populace on this 
Occaſion, Mr. Byng muſt have the Satiſ- 
faction of a juſt Preſumption, that the Trial 
of him, is but a leading Meaſure, a firm 
Pledge to the Public, of calling every Soul 
do an Account, who may have been faulty, 
in this great national Concern. It would ap- 
pear indeed too flagrant a Partiality, if he 
was ſingled out for a Satisfaction to a 1 5 
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ſcarce more enraged, than juſtly afflicted, 

' whilſt others ſhould eſcape with Impunity, 
under Shelter of the Eminence of their 
Poſts, which the higher they are, only render 
their Delinquency the more criminal. "ay 

Before however proceeding to a Diſcuſſion 
of the Facts hitherto laid before the Public, 
relative to Mr. Byng's Conduct, both by him- 
ſelf and others, it is but candid to liquidate 
that Complaint of his, of the Mutilation, and 
Alteration of his Levers, 

Firſt then, as to their Mutilation, and to 
all that vehement Declamation againſt the 
Unfairneſs of publiſhing only Parts of his 
Letter ; a plain Anſwer might ſuffice, that it 
was not given or publiſhed as his whole Let- 
ter, but as an Extract, which, ever ſuppoſing 
a Suppreſſion of ſome _ Paſſages, leaves. no 
Room to call it a Forgery upon that Account 
at leaſt. But, it would be an Unjuſtice to 
Mr. Byng to paſs over that, which was done 
him, in the Extract elf, For tho! ugh it is 
certainly allowable, to give to the Public an 
Extract of a Letter, with a Suppreſſion of 
ſuch Paſſages or Matters, as might not be 
proper for its Knowledge at that Time, the 
changing the Senſe by Omiſſion of Words, 
or curtailing a Paragraph as is very 1 
complained of (page 53) of the Appeal, can 
by no Plea or Evaſion be defende d. In ſuch 
Caſe, a Letter that has undergo ne het: an 


n 
(6) 
Operation, is no more the Letter of Mr, 
Byng, than it probably was that of the Cook's- 
mate on Board the Ramillies. No Corre- 
ſpondence in ſhort would be ſafe, if ſuch a 
Liberty of Adulteration was admitted. It is 
not enough to ſay that the Writer, on think- 
ing himſelf ill- uſed, might redreſs himſelf, 
as Mr. Byng has done, by publiſhing his 
genuine original Letter, He may before 
then have ſuſtained ſuch an Injury by this 
foul Play, that he has ſo much the deeper 
Prejudice of firſt Impreſſions to eradicate, 
that there can be no Excuſe alledged for ſuch 
a Procedure. „„ 
Whether however theſe Suppreſſions, theſe 
Erazements, were intended purely for ſtaving 
off the Reflexions that might ariſe from the 
Purport on them unfavorably to the Directors 
of the Expedition and the Gazette, or whether 
they were maliciouſly calculated to aggravate 
the Failure of the Admiral, thereby to 
raiſe an Outcry, in which any Whiſpers, or 
Suggeſtion againſtthemſelves might be Crown- | 
ed, is a Point eaſily determinable by the private 
Judgement of every one, before whom the 
Extract, and the Letter itſelf are now laid for 
Compariſon. But, as to the Inſinuation ſaid 
to have been propagated, that thoſe Expunc- 
tions or Alterations of the Original had been 
ou ing to any Tenderneſs and Clemency to 
Mr. Byng, it cannot but be ſpurned 1 | 
„ 2 


(7) EOS 
the Contempt it deſerves: If thoſe in Power 
looked on Mr. Byng as innocent, from the 
Account he furniſhed, they might have, with 
reſpect to the Matter of certain Paſſages, un- 
injuriouſly as to their own Meaning towards 
him, though certainly injudiciouſly, have ſup- 
preſſed or changed them : But if they looked 
on him as guilty, he could deſerve no Fa- 
vor, and ſuch a Tenderneſs would have been 
highly criminal Prevarication with their 
own Duty to their Country, which ſurely 
_ deſerved the Preference of Tenderneſs. Mr. 
Byng in ſuch a Caſe could have no Title to 
any Thing but Juſtice, and Juſtice ſtrictly 
required that his Letter ſhould have been 
given entire, with all its Sins on its Head, 
There is another Point, of which he Ap- 
 feal takes Notice (page 62) as a Wrong done 
to Mr. Byng, of Gal:ſſonniere's Liſt of the 
French killed and wounded, being tacked to 
Mr. Byng's Liſt (and even this laſt one, aſſert- 
ed to be ſpurious and ungenuine) which, 
though not expreſly ſaid to have been fur- 
niſhed by Mr. Byng, is inferted in ſuch a 
Manner, that there could be but few Readers, 

that would not, at firſt Sight, have imagined 
it to have been ſent by Mr. Byng'in Company 
with his own, and which bred a Queſtion, © 
how he could come by ſuch an exact Know- 
ledge, that carried with it a Hint of Concert, 
or Colluſion with the French Admiral very 
-.-. bs 
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unfavorable to Mr. Byng, And now, as it 
ſeems to come out very fairly, that this Lift 
' was otherwiſe obtained, and did not abſolutely 

come from him, this too ſeems an additional 
Fineſſe, from which his Apologiſt has a Right 
to make the Inference he does of foul _ 
and bad Deſign. 


his Diſadvantage, ſuch as his Eagerneſs for 
Which he is accuſed of giving fo ill an Ac- 
his Thtentions to make his Eſcape, with others 
of the like Nature and Tendency, to make 
his Cauſe more odious, and to juſtify -any 


| Hardſhips to him in the ſtreightening his 
Confinement; all theſe, will undoubtedly 


 fkreen their own Guilt; but will never alter 
the ſpecific Matters of Fact, on which his 
the more behoves him to apply his Defence. 


they can, why the Relief of that ſo impor- 


ſuch ſtrong and timely Alarms? Why the 


>> Enemy, were at leaſt of no > Sufficicncy that 


(8) 


As to any other Stories too propagated to 
ſoliciting that Command ſpecifically, of 


His ſelling out of the Stocks, — 


count. 


reflect back the more Odium on any Perſons 
who are the Authors of them, in order to 
Trial is to turn, and to which it therefore 


Leaving then to thoſe, whom it may molt 
concern, the Incumbence of anſwering, if 
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tant Iſland was ſo late taken Care of, after 
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Garriſon was not ſufficiently re- inforced, and 
the naval Armaments, if not inferior to the 


Ja] 


ou ought 
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ought to have been truſted 3 leaving, I ſay⸗ 


theſe Points to an ulterior national En- 
quiry, and as entirely foreign to the Caſe in 
Point; Mr. 8 Conduct, and Manage- 
ment of the Forces which he actually had, 
form the only Objects of the preſent Diſcuſſion. 
Arriving then at Gibraltar the 2d of ay, 
with his Squadron, one would naturally haye 
| imagined, that for a Voyage of ſo ſhort a 
of the Call for relieving Minorca, then actually 
beſieged,) would have been fo prepared and 
provided, that the Fleet ſhould not have 


needed the ſtaying, no not fix Houts, at Gib ral. 


tar; but ſhould (Wind and Weather permit 93 


| flog, n LE 
any Obſtacles) have proceeded immediate 


Orders to relieve Minorca ; inſtead of which, 


there were fix Days conſumed in a Delay, 
which could hardly have been accounted | 
for, if the Diſtance between Gibraltar and 


the Place of his laſt Departure, and his 


Deſtination had .been as. the Cape of Go 


Hope is to the Land's End, and the Indies. 


The Foulneſs and Crazineſs of ſome 6f 
the Ships, might be very good Allegations 
againſt their having been employed in this 
Service, or not 5 — remedied, but could 


make no material Differenee in the very ſhort 
Time now required ſor coming to the Point, 


9 5 Une 
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Run, every Thing, (conſidering the Urgency 


Queſt of the Enemy, and in Execution of his 
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11 „ 
and attempting the Relief of the Place. Theſe 
Diſadvantages then not imputable to Mr Byng, 
will enter with great Propriety into his Plan 
of Defence, as to any Miſcarriage, through | 
their Means, in the Action, but can form no 
Excuſe for his not proceeding inſtantly to the 
i. „„ 
In the mean Time, on the 4th of May, he 
writes a Letter to the Secretary of the Admi. 
ralty, of a Nature not to require any Publica. 
tion, at leaft at that Time, but which hoy- 
ever, the Letter-writer to the Member of Par- 
lament had a juſt Right to publiſh fince (Page 
14) if he thought it could be of any Service 
towards refuting the inauſpicious Concluſions 
which had been drawn from the Tenor of it, 
of Mr, Byng's not being ſo forward or ſan- 
guine as Could have been wiſhed, in the Ser. 
vice upou which he was ſent 
As the Reader then has the whole of that 
Letter before him, any Failure of Quotz- 
tion here, cannot paſs for the Effect of un- 
%ͤĩ⁰ ow 
I here is one Point eſpecially to be noted, 
and well weighed in it, as it muſt greatly make 
for his Charge or Diſcharge ; and that is where 
he ſays T1 am afraid all Communication will 
c be cut off between us, as is the Opinion of the 
& chief Engineers of the Garriſon (who have 
e ſerved in the Iſland) and that of the other 
5 Officers of the Artillery, who are 1 


Xi 11 ) 

„ with the Situation of the Harbour; for Ip 
© the Enemy have erected Batteries on the 
«© two Shores, near the Entrance of the Har- 
* bour (an Advantage ſcarce to be ſuppoſed 
they have neglected) it will render it im- 

« poſſible for our Boats to have a Paſſage to 
<« the Sally-Port of the Garriſon, 

This may be true; but ſurely by the to 
——_— Map of Fort St, Philip, with 
of the Harbor, which is thought to be P 
exact, there is not the leaſt Reaſon to thin! 
that ſuch a Fleet as ours could not have forced 
a Communication from the Shore, to a Fort 
built on a Tongue of Land, and which, if of 

| itſelf it could not cover a Deſcent in its Fa- 
vor, could hardly fail of it, joined to the 
Command of Cannon from the Ships. It .is 


plain too that ſuch a Communication was not 


abſolutely ſhut up, ſince Governor Blakeney 
ſent off a Boat to the Admiral, which did 
not indeed reach him, on his F leet $ retreat 
ing out of Sight: Such a Suggeſtion then 
could not but be naturally difcoura; in, S4 
ſuch as had formed a Conception of t 

libility of throwing ſome Scouts into the 
Place, on their View of the Map. That ſuch 
too was the Opinion of the Garriſon itſelf, is 
evident from the Damp that enſued, And 
could not but enſue, on being tantalized witli 


the Sight of a Fleet ſent to its Relief, which 


* appeared * vaniſhed, and of mikey 
f 0 


( 12 ) 
they could not gueſs the Meaning, ull they 
very uncomfortably learned it from the * 
joicings of the Enemy. 

If Mr. Byng then took it a little too ha- 
ſtily for granted, that his Attempts to throw 
in what Re-inforcement his Ships could af- 
ford, would be a Vain one, and ſuffered 
that Notion to influence his Conduct, and 
Reſolutions ; even before he had allied 
himſelf in ſo important a Point, as that of 


the Situation of thoſe Batteries, on the Shore 


of the Enemies, being real or imaginary , 
The Expreſſion of his Opinion, might juſtify 
him in the Conſequences of his Attempt, 
but can hardly acquit him, of not doing 
every Thing humanly poſfible to carry it, 


Which muſt of Courſe have depended on the 
favorable Decifion of his Engagement with 
Saliſſonniere, whoſe being ſtationed to co- 


ver the Enemies Army, was a ſtrong Pre- 


ſumption, that the French had leſs Depen- 
' dence on thoſe dreaded Batteries, ſuppoſing 
them to have exiſted, that on that Admirals 


effectual Oppoſition to the Engliſh Succours. 


Once more then, the Poſibility or Impoſſi- 


bility of a victorious Fleet, throwing ! in a 
ks SE of Men and Neceflaries ; is a Point, 
ich according as it is decided, muſt leflen, 


3 augment the Fault imputed to Mr. Byng 
In his Deſertion of that Attempt. | 


| E.G! RS 
In the faid Letters on the 4th of May, 
Mr. Byng, makes probably a very juſt Re- 


preſentation of the Deficiencies, and ill Con- 


dition of the Stores, Store-Houſe, Careen- 
ing-Wharts, Pits, Sc. at Gibraltar. Such 
Repreſentations may not perhaps be ſuppoſed 
over-welcome to thoſe eſpecially, whom they 


in ſome Meaſure implicitly accuſe of neg- 


le&, and might not therefore be ſo candidly 
interpreted as the Nature of them deſerve ; 


being in fact, a good Office done to thoſe in - 


Truſt, for their Rectifying what is amiſs, 
or ſupplying what is wanting ; but even this 


Information could have no ſhare in juſtifying 
himſelf for any Failure in the Service which 
he was to proceed inſtantly to perform, and 
on which thoſe Deficiencies could have no 
immediate Influence, though nothing could 


be righter than to point them out. 


In the ſaid Letter too, he ſays, « that he 


is firmly, of Opinion, from the great Force 


« they (the French) have landed, and the 


Quantity of Provifions, Stores, and Am- 


« munition of all Kinds they brought with 


« them, that the throwing Men into the Caſtle, 
mill only enable it to hold out but a little 


« Time longer, and add to the Numbers that 
« muſt fall into the enemies Hands, for the 


_« Garriſon in Time will be obliged to ſur- 


render, unleſs a ſufficient Number of Men 


could be landed to — the French, 


* 


* 2 
18 " 


. 


— 


a | — 8 8 — — 8 n 2 
2 » gs - +7 " — —— — — ys — Tg 
— — — - , —— HAI. le — 2 ps 8 22 I 1 2 
— c eee 9 * * po - * * ww * 3 Z LJ 4 
of — 4 1 2 - L - 2 0 2 0 s —— — 7 
— — X 3 ͤů E Ag ee et oo ——— abt ogy — — * rr I — — IS — * as — — - 5 
1 * * 8 hy 8 . 3 _ — - _ « a I — © 


— 2 . <& - 2 „ 
— . Ä—— - — ARE 


(14) 

te or raiſe the Siege: However, I am deter- 
«. mined to fail * to Minorca With the 
* Squadron, where I ſhall be a better Judge 
« of the Situation of Affairs there.”  _ 

By this Quotation then it appears, that at 
leaſt Time might have been gained, by 
throwing in even what little re- inforcement 
he carried; and ſurely it was knowing very 
little the pretious Value of Time, not to en- 
deayour that Relief with all his might, or 


2 


loiter it away at Gibraltar, in taking in Wine 
and Water ſo ſlowly, when there was ſo 
great a Stake depending on his Expedition. 


This Letter then was not given to the 


Public, till in this Letter-writers Pamphlet; 
but whether the Contents of it were ſo un- 
promiſing of Mr. Byng's Exertion, as was 
ſuggeſted, or whither the Streſs on the Non⸗-⸗ 
publication is ſo great as the Letter-writer 


would lay ON it, is ſubmitted to the impar- 


tial Deciſion of the Public. It is certain 


that it is one Thing to have an ill Opinion of 


the Service one is ſent upon, and another 
Thing to have an ill-will to it. That dif- 
ference is beſt judged by one's Conduct, and 
hitherto there did not appear very ſtrong 


Reaſons to entertain the beſt of Hopes of it; 


if not from the Letter, ſurely not from the 
little Hurry uſed to get away from Gi- 


; O 
of ” £5 
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„„ 

On the 8th of May then, ſix Days after 
his arrival at Gibraltar, Mr. Byng, at length 
ſets fail towards Minorca, in the Ofing of 
which he appears on the 19th, when in the 
| Evening he had fight of the French Fleet, 

and on the 2oth the Skirmiſh began 

But as in both the Apologies for Mr. 
Byng, a great Streſs is laid on his inferiority 
to 7 4 Enemy, in order to have a clear Idea 
of the Validity of that Plea, it may be proper 
to take a Survey of the actual Strength on 
both Sides, and for the Sake of giving Mr. 
Byng's fide of the Queſtion all imaginable fair 
play, it is from the Accounts furniſhed by 
his own Advocates, that the Inferences will 
be h ðͤ O07 PO ETA 

It appears then, that on the Side of the 
French, there were twelve Ships of the Line, 

' whoſe total of Guns, was 828 ; of Seamen, - 

6800; of Soldiers, 1550; in all, 83 50 

—. 7 41, og 520 

On the Engliſh fide, were exactly the ſame - 
Number of the Line. Total of Guns, 778; 
of Med o oo : 
The Number of Frigates were alfo alike, 
but as they were not engaged, a Specification 
of the other Particulars is needleſs, only it 
may be ſuppoſed in groſs, that the Propor- 
tions were nearly kept throughout, as to 

Numbers of Guns and Men. 
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( 16) 

Here then, by his own Confeſſion, the 
Number of Ships was equal on each fide, 
and no Arguments: of ſuperiority aroſe from 


| thence to either Party. The Number of 


the Guns too, was ſo near a Par, that from 
thence, no very material Difference could be 
inferred. 

The moſt Suff dai DiGraportions then 
urged, - are in the Weight of Metal, the 


Number of Men, and the Cleanneſe, and 


failing of the Ships that os the two 


Fleets. 


In theſe Points, Mr. Byng's Apologiſt 


in the Appeal, gives the French Fleet ſo 


great an Advantage, that he pronounces Mr. 


Byng, much to blame for © ſeeking the 
« French at firſt, (App. 48.) and juſtifi- 
able only in docingny the ſecond Engg 
ment. 


The Point of ſuperiority in weight of Me- 
tal, this Apologiſt has eſpecially labered to 
eſtabliſh, by the minuteſ Diſquiſitions; to 


trag tere the whole, would be too tedious, 


and as that Pamphlet is ſuppoſed to be pre- 
ſent before the Reader, ſuperfluous. A 
ſpecimen of his Calculation is then here in- 


ſerted, purely to ſhew how far the a 
lant puſhes his exactneſs of Calculation, be- 
yond what perhaps true Courage would al- 
low the ſtanding to conſider, when a Britiſh, 
Admiral meets his Enemy, Ship to Ship. 


— Th 


« the heavier Shot diſcharged from the Cannon, 
« jg as the Diameter of each exceeds the other: 
« be ten Inches in Diameter, ſuch a Shot 
« can paſs between two Objects eleven Thnthes 
« diflant from each. other, and touch neither 
« of them, whereas, allowing a Ball of fifty 
« Pounds, to be twelve Inches Diameter, 
« and 70 
« former, this laſt Ball may deſtroy, but muſt 


Manner he proceeds ſtating the ſpecific Dif- 
E ference of the Effects between the larger 


joins, that he does not propoſe by this 


neſs, but only to ſhew nearly how much 
greater than thoſe of the Engliſh. 

alſo diſcuſſed with the ſame PunRiliouſneſs, 
ber in one Ship does not give a propor- 


a leſſer, ſo it is but competently manned, 
that is to ſay, with Hands ſufficient to work 


D -— 


ee The. Advantages (ſays the Apologiſt) of 


« Let me ſuppoſe a Thirty-two Pound-ball to 


paſs in the ſame Direction with the 


« jntuitably wound both Objefis: And in this 


and ſmaller fized Shot. It is true he ſub- 


though one would think that a ſuperior Num- 


tionable Advantage over another Ship with 


the Guns and Ships, in which point, and 
the Capital one it has been ever allowed, 


” 
. - 


Manner of computing to reduce the dif- 
ferent Degrees in Strength of each Ship 
to a mathematical and demonſtrative Exact= 
the Superiority of the French Ships was : 


The Difference of Numbers of Men is 
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terwards. 


893: ES 
the Exgliſb are judged to excell all other 
Nations, and therefore are the eaſier to alloy 
them Odds in that Point. NF 

However the Reſult of this nice Canvaſ of 


Weight, and Numbers, is that the Adyan. | 
tage to the French in thoſe Points, made 
their Force as if ſixteen Ships to twelve, 3 


Superiority ; he adds not to be attacked by 
a prudent Man, ſcarce at any Time, and in 
this particularly, as he promiſes to ſhey af. 
But it might not go quite ſo clear with 
Mr. Byng if he depended on the Admiſſion 
of this yet unreceived Doctrine in the Nay, 
that twelve Engliſʒ Ships are excuſable for 
quitting the Field to ſixteen at any Time, 


and ſurely not, the Inſtant after an Expe- 


rience, that the Enemy in Poſſeſſion of this 


ſuppoſed Superiority of Force, had yet yield- 


ed the Advantage to them, in ſo much a 


that, on the contrary, they might july clam 


the Victory, to borrow Mr. Byng's own Wordy 
from one of the Parts of his Letter, which 


his Apologiſt complainds of being ſuppreſt, 
and which certainly is not the moſt fayor: 


able to him. 1 


The next Point is the better Sailing of the 


French Ships, which being conſequential to 


their greater Cleanneſs, or better Building, 


or to both, conſtitute together the double 


Advantage, of Qutworking, or as one may fay, 
j) going 


7 te 


(19). 

70108 round their Enemy in an Engagement, 
and of leaving him when they pleaſe. This 
Point has not it ſeems been conteſted to Mr. 
Byng, and it is fit he ſhould have what Ad- 
vantage of it, the Circumſtances of the Action 
can afford him: But on the other Hand it 
does not appear, that the French had hitherto 
made any Uſe of that Superiority of Swift- 
neſs, but to run away from him. As to the 
Cavil at the Expreſſion, he made Uſe of, of 
their Going three Foot to one, the moſt that 
could be objected to, it was its being an Hy- 
| perbolical one, and in the Light, Me. Byng 
| ſtood in to the Public, rather too obvious to 
the Application of that general Maxim, that 
Feat is apt to magnify its Objects. The Ap- 
pal, however (Page 59) ſeems to have ſolved 
% y yogr” o 

The preliminary Idea then being ſettled 
of the Strengtli of the two Fleets, equal in 

Number of Ships and too nearly in that of 
Guns, to require any Inſiſtence on it: The 
Queſtion now is whether that Difference ham- 
mered out with ſo much Pains, and Nicety of 
Calculation, in the Weight of Metal, and 

Number of Men, not without due Reſpect 

to the Nearneſs of freſh Aid from the French 

Army, conſtituted ſuch a Superiority, as 
might make a Britih Admiral, in Preſence 
of ſuch an Enemy enn 

e ee Tage 
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(Page 49 App.) 2 an e Firce 
« 70 engage at all Adventures like Moor , 
* Moor-Hall, who with nothing at all 2 

the Dragon of Wantly”. Or yet Br Way 


to (App. 51) Some beginning Conviftin; 
« that it was not impoſſible, but that he and 


his brave Companions, the Honor and the 


«© Intereſt of the King and Country might be 


« doomed a Sacrifice to 5 the Appetite of Jome 
66 Aniſter ruling Paſſio 


Surely after ſuch a Neng Conviction, 


the Sight of an Enemy not fo apparently 


at leaſt ſuperior to him, the firft, the lead- 
ing thought of a Britiſh Aden ſhould 
have been, either that he had been mif{- 


taken, or miſinformed concerning the Strength 


of his Adverſaries, or an Exultation of Joy 


at having it in his Power to attempt at leaſt 


the Service of his injured Country, and de- 


feating that ſiniſter Intention of thoſe Whom 
he had ſuſpected of betraying it, and of ſa- 
crificing him. Such a thought could hardly 
be called a Romantic one, on the Preſence 


of that Force, which it was his Duty to 


. attack, and of which the Strength, given b) 


2 French Officer, the Morning of the Day 
of Action, conveyed no Idea cf ſuch an 


over match that any brave Commander would 
have even wiſhed to decline. The molt that 


he might have inferred from it, was that his 


Enemy was ſtronger than his Directors had 
„ imagined, == 


1 
] 
| 


Xt 21 ) 15 ; 
e or K | made him believe; ; but 
whom he now found certainly not ſo to any 
Degree, that could warrant a Deſpondence 
of giving a good Account of him. If ſuch 
a Reaſon was admitted, for non-engaging, as 
ſuch nice Liquidations of Supenority on either 
| Side, there could in all human Probability 
never happen any Battles either at Sea or 
Land. Oppoſite Forces are rarely fo exactly 
matched, as that the Commander on. one 
Side, might not find an Excuſe of Odds for 
evading an Engagement. 

The Appellant to the People of Englend 
(page 27) in order to ſimplify the Queſtion, 
has reduced the Adj Fr * the Odds, on 
the whole of the two .Fleets, to a Calculation 
of the comparative-Strength of the two Shi Ry 
the Ramillies on the Engliſh Side, and 
Foudroyant on the French. But can this = 
called ſerving the Cauſe he takes in Hand 9 
defend? 

If his Inference was . it muſt 
neceſſarily follow that a Commander of an 
Engliſh ninety Gun Ship, on meeting with 
a French one of eighty-four Guns a, be 
inexcuſable, on account of the Advantages | 
his Calculation attributes to the French, if 
he attacked him: That it would be conſe- 
quently Matter of the higheſt Prudence for 
him to deeline it, and —. HA to do other- 
Wie. But it 15 much to be queried, * 
t at 
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that which in this 


(22) 
that Doctrine will ever be authorized by tlie 
Acceptance of either the Britiſp Admiralty, 
or the Britiſih Nation. 1 
If it had ever been a ſettled Maxim, that 
Commanders were never to engage; but an 
inferior, or preciſely an equal, or even, but 
an inconſiderably ſuperior Force, on What 
mighty Merit would be founded that Glory 
of the Engliſb Arms, which have often and 
ſo ſucceſsfully aſſerted the Dominion of the 
| Sea? Surely the Names, and leſs yet the 
Examples of a Blake, a Shovel, a Tor- 
rington, and ſo many other gallant Sea-Of- 
ficers, who have gained to Britain and them. 
ſelves ſuch immortal Honor, will never be 
produced in Support of ſuch a Doctrine, as 
Appeal is attempted to be 
impoſed on the People in this Defence of 
The Honour then of the Brt:/b Flag in 
truſt with Mr. Byng (ſuppoſing even the 
Salvation of Minorca, with all its Train of 
_ Conſequences out of the Queſtion) will at 
leaſt acquit him of being ſo CULPABLE 26 
the Appeal pronounces him, for romanticall 
daring to ſeek an Enemy, that had ſuch 1 
formidable Superiority over him in the Dia- 
meter of his Balls, Number of Men, and 
Speed of Ships, nor it is to be ſuppoſed that 
he is in any great Danger of Blame on that 
Account. It will be well if his Defence 
+ 27. e 7:29:12. I 


e any People. 


(23) 

proves as valid, for his Conduct in that At- 
tack, and in not renewing it after his ex- 
preſs Claim of Victory. Points abſolutely 
Independent of, and unconnected with any 
Fault of the Miniſters; and purely, and ex- 
cluſively perſonal to himſelf. 

I had (ſays he, previous to the Engage- 
ments,) © diſpatched the Phenix, Cheſterfield, 
« and Dolphin, a-head to reconnoitre the 
i Harbor's Mouth, and Captain Harvey, 
te f endeavour to land a Letter to General 
c Blakeney, fo let him know the Fleet was 


here to his Aſiſtance, though every one was 


* of Opinion, be could be of no Uſe to bim, 
i as by all Accounts, no Place was ſecured for 
covering a landing, could we have ſpared 
- Theſe were however recalled before they 
could aſſure themſelves of the Poſition, or 
Strength of thoſe ſuppoſed Batteries of the 
Enemies on Shore: So that if it cannot be 
laid, that the Forcing of a Communication 
with the Caſtle, appeared to him as a proba- 
ble Event ; it does not at all appear, that he 
had any Reaſon to conſider it as ſuch an im 
am one, as that it did not highly concern 
im to aſcertain it either Way. But the 
Truth is, as has been before obſerved, that 
the Paſſage, at leaſt of Boats, was not ſhut 
up. Can it then be fair to aſſert that, 
the Prolongation of that Caſtle's Defence, 
OY 88 * which 


7. 
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624) 

which the Appeal itſelf admits, on throwing in 
a Supply, the Encouragement which a Victory 
would have given to the Beſieged, who were 
cruelly tantalized with a Relief in Sight, of 
which they were to feel the bitter Diſap- 
pointment; and above all, the Honor of 
the Britiſb Flag, were not ſufficient Mo- 
tives to try the Chance of War, in ſpite of 
thoſe oſtentatiouſly quoted Maxims of the Mar- 
quis De Feuguieres, and the Marquis de Santa 
Crus; (App. p. 47) in ſupport of the In- 
cumbence of conſidering what Advantage can 
reſult from the Action before an Engagement 
be reſolved upon: Maxims, which in them- 
ſelves, are extremely juſt, and to which 
there can be no Objection, but their being 
utterly unapplicable to the Purpoſe for which 
„ = ooo not nt; Hey 

Mr. Byng, however, to do him Juſtice, 
ventured ſo far as to diſobey thoſe authorita- 
tive Injunctions of the two Marquiſſes of 
Feuquieres, and Santa Cruz, not finding him- 
ſelf, it is to be preſumed, under their Or- 
ders, in his Inſtructions, in which however, 
according to the Reaſoning of the Appeal, 
his exceſs of Courage, muſt have got the 
better of that Virtue, attributed to him, as 
bis Farorite, called Prudence, in bis En- 
gaging at all; though he had even in his 
Pocket an authentic Account of the Supe- 
rior'ity of the French, in the Liſt n, 


(25) 
him by the French Officer, taken Priſoner 
before the Action. One would think too, 
that he did not find any Reaſon to repent of 
his Raſhneſs, from the Succeſs of it. Since 
from his own Accounts, 1t plainly appears, 
that when he gave out, he had the better of 
the Action. 
The Appeal (P. 52.) aſks that unlucky 
Queſtion, © Are Commanders then at all 
« Fivents, to fh no other Tokens of general- 
« ſhip, but what are to be learned from 
« Brutes? An Exceſs of Courage only? And 
« are all who uſe the ſuperior Att ibutes of 
« the Human Underſtanding, to be confidered 
« as Delingquents in their Duty to their King 
« and Country? But in the Name of Can- 
dor, and of Common- Senſe, where was that 
Generalſhip exerted in the Proceſs of this 
Engagement ? It either. did not, or could 
not appear to much Advantage in fo li ight 
an Encounter. So far from giving to 
merely animal Couraze, a higher Rank a- 
monelt the military Virtues than it deſerves ; 
it 1s eee allowed, that Courage, 
though the firſt Quality of a private Man, 
Soldier, or Sailor, is but amongſt the laſt of 
a Coms though indifpentably eſſen- 
tial to both: For even Prudence will tell 
him, that Fear rarely gives wile, or even /afe 
Counts Is, and never honorable ones. No 
Command then was ever juſtly ſtigmatiſed 
„ 1 With 
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that Fart, for ihe Loſs of that ſingle Top- 


( 26 ) 
with the eternal brand of Cowardice, for not 
ſucceeding againſt a great Superiority : but, 
in this Caſe, that great Superiority of Force, 
is ſo far from apparent, on the Iſſue of the 


Ingagement, that the Contrary is evident 


from the firſt Succeſs of it, which not to 


have improved, or purſued, forms part of 


the preſent Charge, the Vindication from 


which is ſo 9 2 on Mr. Byng. 


Appeal (P. 42.) makes heavy Complaints, 
that the lere Epithet unfortunately in 
deſcribing the Los 5 the Intrepids Fore- 
top- -maſt Was omitted, /e/z ſuch 4 Hallialing 

Expreſſion, imputing it to chance, might 
« alleviate the Odium, which feems by all poſ- 
Able Means definned t, be thrown on the Ad- 


« mirai, But ſurely a leſs invidious Con- 
ſtruction may candidly be put in this Omiſ- 
ſion. Granting in the firſt Place, that the 
Directors of the Publication of his Letter, 
had no Authority, nor indeed valuabie Ex- 


cuſe tor dropping any Words, eſpecially in 
the Midſt of a Paragraph, a more natural 
Reaſon, or at leaſt, a more Humane one 


might be, that the Word unfortunately was 


too near a-kin to the W ord fatality, which 
in the Deſcription of an Engagement in a 


former Gazette, had abundauly drawn upon 
it the public Periſion. 


This Word too, was the more glaring in 


maſt 


(27) 

maſt, being given for the Occaſion of the 
whole Diviſion falling into Diſorder, as if 
they had knocked one another down like 
Nine-pins, and for ſtopping fo fair a Career 
of Victory : When the Enemies Van being 
fairly drove from their Line, their Admiral 
could only join them, by bearing away ; 
when too, if their ſuperior Speed could give 
them the Choice of not being cloſed, it 
could not well be ſuppoſed to rob the Eng- 
Iſh Admiral, either of the Choice, or Incli- 
nation of keeping his Advantage, and its 


cover the Harbour of Portmahon, and to at- 
tempt the Throwing 1n what Relief he could 
ſpare to the beſieged, which if it was not ſo 
great, as it ought to have been, was not cer- 


ſent unpopular Situation, however, (to uſe 
the Letters-writer's Words) 1s not owing to 
nis laboring under the Calumny of having 
dane thoſe Things which he anght not to have 
thoſe Things which he ought to have done: 


with others; whoſe Duty it was to have 


\7inorca, it is however, in two, perfectly 
diſtinct Departments. It being his Execu- 


Conſequence of Enablement to proceed to 
tainly imputable to Mr. Byng, whoſe pre- 


done, but preciſely of having Jef? undone 
A Charge, which if he has in common 
provided earlier and better for the faving' 
tion, in his proper Command, that is 


new in Qneitton ; and not the Direction 
E 2 Which 
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(28) 


which was not in Charge with him, and 


againſt which in this Point of immediate 


Action, any reclaimer muſt be Vain, ſerving 


only to diſtract the Attention to his Cauſe, 
without making 1 it a better one ; and yet car- 
rying with it one good and wholeſome Ef- 


fed, that of directing the Reſentment of the 


Public, and the Call for national Juſtice, 


on thoſe equally, if not more culpable, than 


himſelf ; though in a different Province, or 
Sphere of Action. A Call, to which his 
Proſecution ſeems rather a Prologue than a 
Bar; 

Both the Appeal, however, and Letter: 
writer ſeem better grounded 1 in their Com- 


plaint amongſt others, of the Omiſſion 
of thoſe Words which ſhould have been 
added, after the Account given in by Mr. 
 £yrg's Letter of the Intrepid, the Captain, 


the Defiance being much damaged i in their 
Maſts. So that they were endangered of 
« not being able to ſecure their Mafts proper 0 
« af Sea, and alſo, that the Squadron in Ge- 
& neral were 5 fickly, many killed and 
« wounded, and no where to put a Third 9 


ce their Number, if I had made an Hoſpital, 


« of the 40 Gun Ship, which Was not 640 at 
e 

The foregoing Paſſage, ending) ſo much 
to an Alleviation of Blame. could not cer- 
tainly reconcilcably with Common Juſtice be 


pure: 


(29) 
ſuppreſſed. The Liberty of given Extracts 
of Letters, can never extend to warrant O- 
miſſions of Paſſages, where Life and Cha- 
racter are at Stake, and which might miſ- 
lead or aggravate the Judgment of the Pub- 
lic. Vet even thoſe Reaſons againſt re- 
newing the Engagement, import nothing ma- 
terial to Mr. Byn;s Defence of his Conduct 
in it. The Sicklineſs of the Men, the want 
of an Hoſpital-Ship, the Accident to the 
Maſts, all theſe muſt doubtleſs have their 
Weight, in the Conſideration of the Pro- 
priety of declining a ſecond Attack, but can- 
not affect his Conduct or Management in the 
firſt, If in that he was not wanting to his 
Duty, and to what ought to have been ex- 
pected from a Britiſh Admiral, in ſpecifi- 
cally that crifis of Action, the ſubſequent 
Points will be leſs ſuſpectable of an over- 
rating them, being the Effects of an inde- 
fenſible Timidity. ** T 
The Appeal (P. 54.) hurries on a little 
too faſt, and begs the Queſtion too violently, 
where he ſays, that © As to the Victory, it 
ſignifies not much who clatmes it. Can that 
Claim then make no Difference? Yes, ſure- 
ly, a total one. It muſt be an unaccount- 
able Concluſion indeed, that from a Victory 
already gained, a Defeat ſhould follow, ta 
the victorious Party; one would rather ima- 
gine fluſhed, and inſpirited by it. There 
; ne, | oY 


( 36.) 

have been it is true, many Inſtances in 
Hiſtory, when the Victory has gone over to 
to the Side of the Conquered, by ſome un- 
expected turn ; but it was never before al- 
ledged as a Matter of inſignificance. The 
Conſideration that immediately follow that 
ſtrange Inconſiſtency, that though two Fleets 
may be of equal Numbers, and yet of une- 
qual Force; however perfectly true, muſt 
have loſt much of its Influence, on the Ex- 
perience that the pretended inferior Fleet had 
already obtained a ſignal Advantage: which 
at leaſt, could be no diſcouragement to 
5 


(p. 55.) of the Appeal, the Queſtion why 


La Galiſſonniere with his apparent Superiority 


(not ſurely ſuch from his o wn Experiment in 
the Engagement) did not attack the Engliſb 


Fleet once more, and concludes with this 
emphatic Query, Was Galiſoniere à c. 
tc ard too? 1 5 2 

One of the Suggeſtions hinted in the Ac- 
count for this ſuppoſed Tenderneſs of the 


* 


Fnench Admiral, is that it might be in the 
« Way of Return to thoje of the Admiralty, 


ee who ſent out a Fleet ſo unable to diſturb 
« him in covering the Siege of St. Phi- 
46 . , „ 

But does not this Suggeſtion, by over- 


ſtraining, rather deſtroy itfelf ? could it be 
imagined that any Perſon baſe enough to 


ſacrifice 


* 


(37) 
facrifice a Place of ſuch infinite Importance as 
Minorca, would have ſcrupled throwing the 
Fleet into the Bargain, or that Galiſſonniere 
would have ſtood upon ſuch a Point of Grati- 


tude? No! there are other much more pro- 


bable Reaſons for his Inaction. 
His Buſineſs was ſpecifically to cover the 
Siege; that was inconteſtably too valuable an 


Object for him to put to the Hazard of a Se- 
cond Engagement, after having felt the Smart 
of the Firſt. Himſelf was, doubtleſs, more 


aſtoniſhed at the inaction of the Engliſh Fleet, 
than tempted to beg, perhaps, a ſecond Beat- 


ing, that might have been the Deſtruction of 
his Fleet, as well as that of the Army, which 
was, in a Manner, under his Protection. It 


would have been happy if Mr. Hyng could 


have ſtuck as tenaciouſly to his Object of re- 
lieving Fort St. Philip, as Gali Honniere did by 


his, of covering the Siege of it. 


In the mean Time, conſidering the Number 
of Ships in the Two Fleets, and the infinite 


Importance of the Conſequences of the Action, it 


does not appear that it was a very deſperate one, 
or indeed other than a gentle Cannonade, from 


the Numbers of the Killed, and Wounded, on 
either Side: One Reaion for which, however, 


ieems to be, the French declining a cloſe En- 
gagement, and aiming their Shot chiefly at the 


Rigging of the Engliſb, which different Cauſes 


muſt e the lame Effect of leſſening the 


Slaughter ; 


for renewing the Attack. 


EN (32) 

Slaughter; ſo that from thence no Inference 
can be drawn in Disfavor of Mr. Byng, other 
than that not having ſo great a Miſs of an Ho- 


ſpital-Ship, that Article did not require fo great 


a Streſs upon it. The ſame Reaſon too may 
ſerve for accounting for that ſuperior Damage 
received in the Maſts and Rigging of the Fngli/h 
Fleet, which makes it an Object of Conſidera- 


tion, whether it was ſtill great enough to juſtify 


his Declenfion of a Second Engagement, and 
his leaving the Enemy in a quiet Poſſeſſion of 


the Cover of the Siege; a Conſideration that 


will be determined by a ſpecific Detail of the 
Defects of tlie Ships that ſuffered, and the Poſ- 
ſibility of repairing them at Sea, and, in Time, 


As to the Omiſſion complained of (Page 8 


of the Appeal) which begins with the Words 
of Minorca and Gibraltar, immediately fol- 
lowing the Word Situation: It is obvious, that 


this Omi ſſion determines the Reader to fix the 
Situation of the Fleet, as the Object on which 
the Admiral had gathered the Opinions of all 


the Officers, which real Condition of the Ships 
being eoncealed alſo, this Conſideration of its 
Situation, made the Sentence ridiculous, as it 


too evidently ſeems deſigned it ſhould be. Now, 
as inconteſtable as it is, that no Tranſcribers, 


or givers of Extracts, can have a Right to 
alter the Senſe of their Original, as was here 
viſibly done, as inconteſtable 1s it, that the. 


"I. 


1.33) 
ſubſtituted Senſe was not a worſe, or more 
nonſenſical one, than that of the Original. 
The Condition of the Fleet was ſurely, in all 
Order, the primary One. The Safety of Mi- 
nrca and Gibraltar, were, if not jecondary 
Conſiderations to it, at leaſt dependent on it; 
ſo that the Alterations cannot be eſteemed an 
injurious one, as to the Meaning, though un- 
juſtifiable as to the Manner of it, and, very 
poſſibly, the whole Omiſſion might be owing 
to the Defire of ſalving that ſtrange Incon- 
ſiſtency contained in the Paſſage of claiming the 
Victory, and yet running away from it. This 
solution, however, is only offered as a Con- 
jecture, of which the Reader will, doubtleſs, 
judge for himſelf. 5 6 
The leaving out alſo the Word cover, when, 

Inſtead of making the beſt of my Way 10 
* cover Gibraltar”, it is, in the publiſhed Let- 
ter, ſaid only, to Gibraltar, has afforded 
great Handles of Complaint, both to the Ap- 
pelant to the People of Eng/and, and to the 
| etter-writer to the Member of Parliament. 
The Firſt obfery.s, very juſtly, that it forms a 
material Difference, the going to cover a Place, 
In a prudential and military Light, the other, 
carrying with it the Idea of a Flight. The 
Letter-writer goes yet further, and clearly in 
inuates (Page 12) zhat this IInificant Word N 
might chance to furniſh too great an Inſight 


F , Was 


« 


into the real Orders of the Admiral; and it 


 frreen himſelf at Gibraltar, than that he ven 


Unwillingneſs to alarm the People. But ſtil 
As to the Inſinuation, that Mr. Byng had O. 
ders to cover that Place, Why ſhould he not 


nor more right, than that he ſhould have then 


thing that even the Letter-writer ſuggeſts 
| loſt, or deſperate, he ſhould then proceed tt 


giving the Authors of them any Pain for thei 
being divulged, unleſs at an improper Junclul 


A $6) 
was much more for the J ntereſt of fome parti. 
cular Perſons, that the People ſhould rather þ, 


lieve Mr. Byng went of bis own Accord, 1 


thither in Conſequence of his Orders to cozy! 
it. | e 

Both theſe Writers have Reaſon on thei 
Side, in their Objection to the Suppreflion d 
the Word cover. There does not appear ay 
tolerable Excuſe aſſignable for it, unleſs it may 
be admitted for one, that the Directors of thelf 
Gazette had not a Mind to authorize fuch 1 
Suſpicion as that Gibraltar had been, or a0. 
tually was in Danger, and this from the Re. 
ſpect ſtill kept up to Spain; or even from ap 


this was a cautionary Meaſure, to which they 
could have no Right at Mr. Byng's Expence, 


have ſuch? there was nothing more likely, 


But, they were, moſt probably, eventual one; 
there is, at leaſt, no Reaſon to think, for an 


other wiſe than that, on finding Port- Nabu 


| cover Gibraltar. Such Orders could be far fron 


of Time, It is not then Mr, Byng's repairily 


635) 
to Gibraltar, to cover, or to the being co- 
ered by it, that can make a Matter of 


charge againſt him, but purely the Queſtion, 

. ether the Circumſtances of his Fleet was 
ach as could juſtify his deſerting his primary 

ent | 


and capital Point, the Relief of Minorca, and 
on the Neck of rather a Victory than a Repulſe, ö 
the abandoning it to the double Siege, by Sea þ 
and Land, after having more hurt than pro- ww 
moted the Service of his Country, by that Ap- 


"WY pcarance of his at the Port, which muſt raiſe 

"2 the Spirits of the Garriſon, only to fink them RH 
ne tre lower, on their finding their Hopes de- 
4 ceived, and vaniſh with him: A Circumſtance | 
0. 


yhich of itſelf muſt accelerate the Surrender. 


Re- But whatever Reaſon Mr. Byng has for com- 1 
SE plaining of the unjuſtifiable Liberties taken with Þ} 
ly bis Letter, not only in arbitrarily typpreſſing 2; 
hey Paſſages that might be favourable to him, but, . 


which is ſtill greatly worſe, in changing the 
Senſe of others, it appears, that that Part which 1 
ſpecifically contains the Relation of the En- _ L 


eh, gagement, is faithfully given, except in the 
eng omiffon of the fingle Word * unfortunately”, 
4 which does not, however, mend or mar much: 

a 


And certain it is, that it was upon that De- 
ſcription the Public here judged him. But, 
whether the other Parts ſuppreſſed, or altered, | 
from the Publication of which it is now enabled | 
to form the Compariſon of the Original with 1 
the Extract) were of Importance cnough' to 1 
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Probable it is, however, that hi. expreſs Af, 


ſubjoined to it. 


that condemning Mr. Byng, eſpecially for ly 


culpate Mr. Byng, as to his Behaviour in the 


be clearer, than that in all the ſubſequent Ach, 


1 their Cauſe from his. 


ference, be ſuppoſed, in a Caſe of ſo high and 


Ts 
have changed or ſoftened its Judgement on the 
whole, every Reader will determine for him 


ſumption of the Victory, in one of the omitted, 
Paſſages, might have thrown ſuch a Riciche 
on the Conſequence of it, being no better than 
the not reſuming the Battle, as would ſcarce 
have been effaced by all the Motives that are 


The Appeal, ar, (Page 69) makes 
very obvious, and ſurely a very juſt Remark 


Retreat, is virtually << condemning the Reſolu- 
trons of the woe Counſel of War unbeard) 
whoſe Conſultation, as it could only turn upon 
that Object, ſo does it neither charge, or en- 


Action that preceded it: but then nothing can 


all the Members of that Council became joint 
and ſeparately bound to maintain their reipec- 
tive Opinions in it: In that Cafe, it ſtands, in 
the Nature of Things, impoſlible to ſepara 


The Commanders, WhO compoſed that 
Council, can by no fair Intendment, or In- 


national a Nature, under ſuch Influence, ot 
ſervile Subjection to any Admiral whatever, 
as to ſacrifice their Opinion, their Character, 


their Honor to him; a Compla! iſance e 
cou 


(37) 


could not be due, no not even to the greateſt | 


Prince on Earth. It is then but common 


Candor and Juſtice due to them to ſuſpend 


any unfavorable Deciſion on the Retreat to 
which they aſſented, till the Motives of it have 


been fairly liquidated, and examined, as ſuch 


a Deciſion would involve ſuch a Nn ber of 


reſpectable Gentlemen (ſome of whom too 


fought, and fought gallantly) under the ſame 


Obloquy as that, under which Mr. Byng at 
preſent, labors. 


It has been, indeed alledged, that ſome of 
them founded their Aſſent, on their Regard 


for the Preſervation of the F leet, which they 
imagined might have been highly endanger- 


ed in a ſecond Action under no better a 
Commander in Chief : ſuch an Excuſe how- 
ever can hardly paſs even for a decent Jeſt, 
in a Matter of ſo grave a Conſequence, un- 

leſs it had been formally tacked to their Act 
of Aſſent. Had ſuch been their real Opinion, 
it would have ſuggeſted other preventive Mea- 


ſures, than ſo ſcandalous an one as of a Re- 


treat, on no other Motive, A Retreat that 
was to give up at once one of the moſt im- 
portant Intereſts of the Nation, the Honor of 


its Arms, and their own. 
But, if even the naval Officers, ſubordinate 


to Mr. Byng, could not on ſuch a Suppoſition 


be deemed a whit leſs culpable than himſelf, 


how infinitely more fo muſt be thoſe Land- 
: Le 


YA 


— 


(33) 


Officers, whoſe Names are mentioned in the 


Letter inſerted in the Gazette, as concurrent 


Authorities for this Reſolution, if it was 
not a Defenſible one? They had the Place 
of their Deſtination and Duty in View, 


their Abſence from which was already 


too unſatisfactory a Point to the Public, 
for them to with to prolong it. They muſt 
then have been greatly impatient, and 
on the Fret, to have been landed, where 
the Joint call of Honor, and Duty, was 


ſo powerful and fo immediate. They could 


have no Reaſons of Subordination, or In- 
fluence, even had any ſuch Reaſons been 
valid, for ſuffering Mr. Byng's Motives, what- 


ever they were to overſway their Opinion. 


If they could not be ſuppoſed to be ſuch 
Judges of naval Matters, as to determine 
. on the Force and Working of the 


hips, on the Degree of their Damage by 


the late Action, or of the Neceſſity of their 


Refittal, they could not however, as they 


were on the Spot, and Eye-witneſles of eve 

Thing, but be competent Judges in general, 
of the Propriety, or Impropriety of a Re- 
treat. Common Senſe muſt have been alone 
a ſufficient Guide to them. This Conſide- 
ration then ſingly forms ſo ſtrong a Pre- 


ſumption in Mr. Byng's Favor, with reſpect 


to the Reſolution of a Retreat, as cannot, 
or at leaſt ought not, but to operate an 
entire Suſpence of even Suſpicion of Blame, 


till 


( 39) 
till that Point ſhall be cleared up. And 
till then, it reduces all poſſible material 


Charge againſt him, to the ſingle one of 


his own perſonal Behaviour, during pre- 
ciſely the Time of Action. For even the 


forwardeſt Leaders of the Outery againſt him, 


have not formed any Objections to his Diſ- 
poſitions for the Engagement, 

It has been generally acknowledged, that 
his Operations, in gaining, in keeping the 
Weather-Gage, in the forming of his 
Line, were thoſe of a complete Seaman and 
Commander, whoſe Head and Heart were 
cool and unelouded with any Apprehenſion 
of Danger; which are all great Prejudices 


in his Favour: So that his Points of Defence 


are brought into a very narrow, but a very 


important Compaſs, that is to ſay, within 


ſpecifically the Deſet tion of the | twelfth 


Article. of War, on which the Queſtion will 


turn. 

Mpitber, on Battle being joined, he drew, 
or kept bath, or did not come into the Engage- 
ment, or did not do his utmoſt to take or deſtroy 


every Ship which it as his Duty to engage, 


441 to affift and relieve all and every of bis 
Majeſty's 5 10 which it was bis Duiy fo 22 


and relieve ? 


The Point Wen ies clearly ſimplified, 


concenters to it the Application of his De- 
fence. This too is -a Point which requires 


(4) 

no Myſtery, no other Appeal but tb the 
Evidence of Facts. By his own perſonal 
Conduct, ſuch as it muſt have been in the 
Pace, or nearly to the Knowledge, of the 
whole Fleet, it is, that he is to ſtand or fall, 
be acquitted or condemned: It is not his 
Letters being mangled or maimed, or the 
furious Prejudice of a Mob, very juſtly i in- 
cenſed on the firſt Appearance of Things, 
nor yet the more dangerous Inſinuations of 
leading Power, that can decide, in ſo Solemn 
a Caſe, eſpecially where the Matter of Fact is 
ſuſceptible of ſuch perfect Clearneſs, that 

there is not Room left for Authority to over- 
bear, for Malignance to falfify, or for Art 
e luder. 
It muſt be confeſt too, that Mr. Byng's : 
| Behaviour ſince his Superſedal by Sir Edward 
Haufe, and eſpecially in his Letter upon 
his Difmiſſion from Command (Page 26 of 
The Letter-writer) favors nothing of that Ti- 
midity which has been reproached to him, or 
ſhows as if he had had it to reproach himſelf, 
In the mean Time, neither he, nor his 
Friends, nor indeed the Friends of Truth, 
can think it a Diſadvantage to his Cauſe, 
that, by nailing it to a ſingle Point of per- 


5 ſonal Conduct, ſo eaſy to aſcertain, it be- 


comes thereby perfectly disjoined from thoſe 
who may, for Self-Reſpects, have taken the 


Lead in the Clamor * him, and who, 
in 


( 41 ) 

in any inflammatory Procedure they may 
have ſet on Foot for ms him inhumanly 
the Sacrifice of their own Delinquency, can 
but have kindled a Fire, which, on ſup— 

oſing him innocent (and every Man is in 
all Equity to be ſuppoſed fo, till the con- 
trary is proved) will ſerve him only for an 
Ordeal, through which he will paſs un- 
ſcorched, but which will hardly be ſuffered 
to go out, till the Light of it, at leaſt, has $7 
| reached themſelves. Lv 4 
| Mr. Byng would however be extreamly un- 

grateful, if he did not thank thoſe whom he 
may have Reaſon to think his more ingne- 
diate Perſecutors, for that very Procedure, 
with Regard to his Letter, and that perhaps, 
cverſtrained Rigor, with which he ſeems to 

have been treated, and of which his Friends 

ſo loudly complain; ſince perhaps had 

it not been for thoſe Circumſtances to 
offer to Engliſbmen always ready to take 
Side againſt the leaſt ſhadow of Oppreſſion, 
from their Love of Liberty, always prompt 
to commiſerate the Fallen from the charac- | 
teriſtic peculiar to them, of good Nature, | 
they were too enraged, too ſet againſt him, | 
from the Opinion of his having betrayed the | 
Intereſt of his Country, and the Glory of C 
its Arms in truſt with him, to receive even 1 
with Patience any Ouvertures of his De- 
fence. With too much Senſe than to think 
mr = "Wd 
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co: operating with that Public, to bring him 


it: Such a Conduct however i in them 0 
the very beſt Office they could poſſibly do 
Mr. Byng, not only in Alarming by thei 
Paſſion, the People into a Suſpicion of their 
own; but in awakening that Sort of Pity 
in them, which without diſarming their Ju- 
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(42) 
that Mr. Byng alone was guilty, Mr. By 
alone chargeable with that Loſs, which the 
Nation will not probably have foon done 
with Feeling, the Public how ardent ſoever 
its deſire may be to ſee Juſtice take itz 
Curſe on him, does not, by this Time hoy. 
ever, ſeem extremly diſpoſed to be the In. 
ſtrument, or the Dupe of any Perſecutors 
of his, who might have nothing ſo little in 
View as Juſtice, in their over- acted Zeal of 


to it, nor indeed any other View, than that 
it ſhould take him for the only Cauſe of 
the public Wound, and conſequently the 
cruſhing him upon it, as the only Cure for 


ſtice, only diſpoſes them to that Coolneſs 
of Temper, without which Juſtice can never 


be well adminiſtred, a Pity in ſhort, which 


without degrading 1 its Object, does ſo much 


Honor to thoſe, who are ſuſceptible of it, 
and which, in this Caſe, will have opened 


Hearts that popular Prejudice might elſe 


have ſhut up. Whereas its Violence ſoften- 
ed by that of Adverſaries, ſuſpectable of 
leſs fair Deligns, may, like Poiſons counter- 


acting 


( 43 ) 15 
acting cach other, produce at once to 
Juſtice, and to Mr. Byng, even a ſalutary 
Effect. 5 

The truly Engh/hman then, who would 


with laudable Sorrow and Indignation ſee. 


him eſcape if guilty, will alſo receive with 
Toy any juſt Reaſon to find a Countryman 
more innocent than he had imagined him 
but eſpecially he muſt be pleaſed to ſee, 
to judge for himſelf, that as Matters are 
fairly ſtated, he cannot now poſlibly be im- 


poſed on, with reſpect to Mr. Byng's Guilt, 


or Innocence The Points on which that 


Queſtion mult eſſentially turn, are ſuch, as that 


on the Trial, not only no Evidences can be 


wanting to eſtabliſh the Truth; but that they 
cannot even admit of any material Contradic- 


tion in them. The Orders, the Signals, the 
Management, provincial to an Admiral in 


ſuch an Engagement, muſt be all Facts of a 
Nature too manifeſt, too evident, not to defy, 
any evaſive Subtilties of Mr, Byng's, or any 
malicious Aggravation of ſelf. intereſted Perſe- 


cutors. Truth, and Truth only, can prevail, 
in a fair Trial of him. DE 

And that a fair, a ſatisfactory Trial, both 
for the People, and for the Perton accuſed, will 
take Place, cannot reaſonably be doubted ; the. 


Judges being to be ſuch as muſt be perfectly 


Maſters of thoſe Points that will come before 


them in the Courſe of it. The Poſition of the 
nm ̃ꝶÜ ꝶ 


(44 ) | 
Fleets, the different Strength of them, the Of. 
fice of the Commander, and his Diſcharge of 
it, eſpecially in the Criſis of Action, are all 
Objects fo familiar to thoſe to whom. this judi. 
cial Examination will be, or is probably already 
committed, that there can be no impoſing on 
them falſe Facts for true ones, or bewildering 
them in that Maze of Sea-terms, of which they 
have the Clue and Key. There can be no 
Obſcurity to them thrown upon ſo clear a Point 
as that into which the Queſtion before them is Wl 
{imply reſolvable, Whether Mr. Byng did, or 
did not fight or conduct his Fleet, according 
to what the Truſt repoſed in him, and to what 
the Laws of War and of Honor required of 
him, in that Situation of Things, which can- 
not but be even cafly certified? All other Mat- 
ter muſt be foreign and impertinent to this 
Diſcuſſion, and rather ſerve to darken than to 
Uuſtrate the Point; whether it be the Failures 
of others, or even his own, in his Advices 
of his Procedure ; as he will be judged, not 
by what he wrote, but by what he fought, 
and moſt aſſuredly not by what others. omit- 
ted, and might therefore with him to be the 
Scape-goat of their Guilt, But this 1s a Job 
10 infinitely, in every Senſe beneath Juſtice, 
and Honor lending their Hands to it; that 
nothing could be a more unwarrantable Fear 
either in Mr. Byng or his Friends than that 
his Judges would not ſpurn ſuch an wn 4 
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(45) 
By their Rank in Life, by that Honor, 
which is the vital Principles of their Pro- 
feſſion of Arms, they muſt be greatly above 
all Exception, or any Apprehenſion, founded 
on ſuch an unworthy Suſpicion. They muſt 
naturally have a Tenderneſs for one late in 
their own Station, (as it may without any 


Guiltineſs, be their own Caſe) ſo far as that Juſ- 


ſtice will allow them, which they owe to their 


King, their Country, and to themſelves, and 
' which ought neither to be byaſſed by a popular 
* impulſe, or by the Paſſions of Power. Con- 

ſtituted as they will be on this Occaſion, a 
ſolemn Tribunal, they will remember in their 
Judgment, that themſelves will be judged 
by that awfull Tribunal, the Public, to whom, 


their Character and Honor, at leaſt, muſt be 
accountable, either for any undue Favor to Mr. 


| Byng, or if there is Room to find him in- 
nocent, for Want of the Courage to acquit 
him, in the Teeth of vulgar Prejudice, or 
of private Animoſity. 2b 


But in either Event, (and may that Event 


purely be ſuch as may ſtrictly ſatisfy the na- 


tional Juſtice ! let whoever ſtand, or fall,) 
one Good muſt neceſſarily ariſe, from the 
Stir this enquiry makes, beſides the En- 


gagement it implies, of not ſuffering it to 
ſtop here, and that is, its ſtrongly rouzing 
the Attention of the Nation to its naval 


Concerns, in which not only its abſolute, and 
political 


(.46 . 
political Strength, 1 capitally reſides, but 
even its very preſervation. Mrnorca loſt, 3 
Britiſb Squadron, tho at firſt Appearance, 
not inferior to its Enemy, and yet at leaſt 
diſputably i in Fact fo, meeting with ſuch a 


Check in the Face of all Europe, may well 


have alarmed, and aſtoniſhed every well. 
wiſher to his Country, jealous of its Ho. 
nor, or ſolicitous for its Safety ; Whilſt that 
Nation between whom, and Britain, there 
muſt for ever naturally ſubfiſt ; War open, or 
undcrſtood, from the Oppoſition and Collifion 


of their Intereſts, is, ſenſibly raiſing her Ma- 


rine, to be upon a Line at leaſt with ours. 
This is now the main Point with France, to 
which it omits no conducive Means. Its 


Ships are, to ſay leſs than perhaps the Truth, 
as well built as ours, their Metal of more 


effectual Weight, and their Artillery at leaſt 


as well ſerved. 


But as the Britiſb Genius, has ever been 


famous for Improvement, if not for Inven- 


tion, there is not the leaſt Reaſon to doubt 
but a proper Application, and Encourage- 
ment will ſtill give us the upper-hand of 
them in thoſe Points, and enable us to main- 
tain that Superiority, of which we have been 
ſo long in Poſſeſſion, and which can never 
be loſt, without the State being loft with 
it, 
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Nor can it but enter into the Account, that 
there is indeed a new Aggiers preparing at 
our very Doors, in the Reſtoration of Dun- 
kirk, where their Corſairs can be held, at 
Slip, for every Thing that ſtirs, without 
ſuch a continual Convoy, as muſt Fatigue 
the Attention of Protection, and Embaraſs 


our Navigation. All] theſe Conſiderati- 


ons, form a Proſpect of Difficulties, but 
ſurely not invincible ones to this great and 


powerful Nation, when put to the Exertion 


of its natural Strength, unweakened by the 
Diviſion of Parties, and reſolutely uniting, 


under one, and one only Banner, that 
of the PuBLick GO Op, which it is 
high Time ſhould be no longer put to a not 
leſs infamous Uſe, than the falſe Colors of 

a fr . 


If then that Miſconduct, or Misfortune, 


which gave Birth to the Queſtioning Mr. 


Byng, may ſerve to re-kindle that patriot 


Fire, which has long appeared ſo languid, and 


been ſuffered to go ſo near out, as not to re- 
quire leſs than a violent Blaſt indeed to blow it 


in again; whatever Turn his Cauſe may take 


whatever becomes of him, ſuch an Advan- 


tage may be drawn from our Loſſes, as well 

attended to, may bid fair to repair them, 

| and reſtore at once the Honor, aud the In- 
| tereſt of the Nation. F 
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